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O�shore wind is being asked to do more

From Coast to Cluster:
Why Dorset Matters to the Next Phase of UK 
O�shore Wind
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RenewableUK Global O�shore Wind 2026 was a timely opportunity to 
reflect on the changing role of o�shore wind in the UK, as energy security, 
regional investment and coastal regeneration become national priorities. 

This article explores what that shift means in practice, using the Dorset 
Clean Energy Super Cluster to show how regional clusters can connect 
national ambition with local delivery.

For much of the last two decades, the objectives of 
o�shore wind have been to reduce cost, increase 
deployment and prove it could become a mainstream 
source of electricity. That case has now been made, and 
the UK is a leading example, with o�shore wind 
supplying close to a fifth of its electricity [1].

But the context has shifted. Since the gas shock of 2022, 
energy has moved to the centre of geopolitics, and clean 
power has become a core issue for national security [1, 3]. 

Whilst that debate rages, o�shore wind has quietly cut 
UK spending on imported fuel by an estimated £30 
billion [4]. However, o�shore wind is now being asked to 
do more than generate clean power. It must also support 
energy security, industrial growth and regional 
investment, and that changes the conversation.

The next phase of o�shore wind is increasingly about 
how projects connect into places and regional strategies 
[5, 6]. Dorset is one such example, where the Dorset 
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Image note: Stylised illustration of a multi-sector energy cluster and does not represent any specific project, scheme design, location layout or proposal.
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Across the UK, there are broadly four types of energy 
cluster (Exhibit 1). Some are government-selected 
industrial decarbonisation clusters. Some are o�shore 
wind clusters coordinated through the sector. Others 
are consortium-led, or focused on local industrial 
decarbonisation planning. Each has its value, but the 
Dorset Cluster o�ers a slightly di�erent "fifth" type.

The Dorset Cluster did not begin with a government 
designation or a single formal route to market. It 
emerged from place, geography and necessity - bringing 
together developers, investors, local authorities, ports 
and regional stakeholders before formal market 
mechanisms are fully in place.

Developers and regional partners are not waiting for 
perfect conditions before acting. They are working to 
create the conditions for delivery in advance. That 
means building alignment, surfacing constraints, 
coordinating timelines and showing how individual 
projects can add up to a coherent regional proposition. 
This pre-market coordination could let Dorset move 
quickly once a route to market opens.

Exhibit 1: Four types of 
UK energy cluster 
(shaded blue), 
positioned by how they 
are convened and what 
they set out to do, with 
the Dorset Cluster as an 
emerging fifth (green 
shading). Source: 
Author's own analysis, 
REP Ltd.
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the Celtic Sea's floating wind market [16].

That bridging role matters because the Channel's fixed-
bottom wind can come forward sooner than the Celtic 
Sea's floating wind, building the supply chain and port 
capacity that floating can then draw on. Dorset 
complements the Celtic Sea, and together they 
strengthen the wider South West clean energy 
proposition and its supply chain.

By design, energy policy is top down. National targets 
are set, the schemes and funding mechanisms follow, 
and developers and projects are left to deliver against 
them. But delivery happens in places, where skills, 
planning authorities, communities, investors and 
supply chains convene around local infrastructure. 
Whilst national ambition may be strong, progress often 
falls behind when coordination between national policy 
and place is weak.

33From Coast to Cluster 3

Exhibit 2: The Dorset Clean Energy Super Cluster and its main components, centred on Portland Port.
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Instead of seeing these projects as a near-term burden, 
Dorset saw them as part of a long-term regional 
pathway. That is an important shift, which turns 
infrastructure pressure into an investment opportunity. 
It also shows why place-convened clusters matter. They 
create a space where regional actors can help shape 
how projects are sequenced before major decisions are 
locked in.

The Dorset example o�ers three wider lessons.

1. Clusters can emerge from places, not just policies. 
Government designation matters, but it is not the only 
way clean energy clusters form. Shared geography and 
geology, shared infrastructure and shared opportunity 
can also create the basis for coordinated action.

2. Physical place matters for energy security.
Dorset's Channel waters suit fixed-bottom o�shore 
wind, a mature and deployable technology that can 
come forward faster than the floating wind planned for 
the Celtic Sea. However, the value is not only speed. 
Development in the Channel would also support the 
western diversification of the UK o�shore wind fleet, 
helping to balance generation across regions when 
output is lower in the east [17].

3. Coastal regions hold assets the UK needs.
Many coastal communities face long-standing 
challenges around deprivation, seasonal economies, 
housing pressure and youth out-migration [18]. Clean 
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energy will not solve those issues on its own, but it can 
become part of a credible regional growth story when 
investment is linked to jobs, skills and local 
regeneration. The Dorset Cluster could bring £28 billion 
investment, roughly 20,000 construction jobs and up to 
1,600 operational jobs [19].

That is why Dorset is more than a clean energy location, 
with the potential to be a delivery partner in the UK's 
wider energy security and industrial growth agenda.

The ask is straightforward.

• Dorset needs to be recognised within national 
energy strategy and policy as a serious clean energy 
location. Its contribution should not be treated as 
peripheral to the UK’s o�shore wind future.

• A route to market. The Cluster needs a clearer 
pathway through future seabed leasing and the 
associated policy mechanisms. TCE has already 

         announced plans for Round 6, with a formal tender 
process expected in the first half of 2027 [20]. Yet 
Dorset is not yet part of a defined leasing sequence 
and therefore needs to be positioned for the next 
available leasing opportunity, whether through a 
targeted interim round or an accelerated Round 7. 
Without that pathway, regional momentum, 
investor confidence and local supply chain 
opportunity could quietly slip away.

• Key decision makers should work with the 
Cluster to understand the delivery realities on the 
ground and to identify practical solutions to the 
hurdles that currently hold back progress.

The Dorset Cluster is about more than o�shore wind. It 
is about how a place, rather than a policy, can convene 
clean energy from the ground up. How o�shore wind, 
ports, hydrogen and supply chains connect into a 
regional growth story that links national energy security 
with local jobs and coastal renewal. That is why Dorset 
matters.
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